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The results of a small software routine have been prepared in a PowerPoint slide show presentation for the determination of the authenticity of a video recording. Is it an original or is it a copy?  The results display the tadpole and waveform shape of the characteristic switch points which can establish the authenticity (originality) of a video recording or a determination that the video tape is a copy.

Two display regions are shown for each image, an oscilloscope/waveform region and a fat tadpole region.  Both regions are viewed on the same image which is saved as a tiff file for subsequent use, e.g., Courtroom presentation.
The fat tadpole region shows the intensity pattern of the video lines from line 452 to line 479.  Each intensity line is written four times, separated from the next intensity pattern by two blank lines.  In this manner the tadpole characteristic is emphasized for easier visual detection.

The oscilloscope/waveform region shows the intensity pattern of two adjacent video lines as though viewed on an oscilloscope/waveform monitor.  The oscilloscope/waveform shows the near vertical rise and the exponential decay of the switch point.
Authentic (original) video tapes can have at most two switch points which occur on adjacent lines on or near the bottom of the visible region of an image. 

Copy tapes have three switch points or more, two switch points on non adjacent lines, one switch point well above the bottom visible lines and other characteristics such as lack of scene continuity.
There can be ambiguous determinations per image, i.e., one switch point, no switch points, two switch points on adjacent lines not near the bottom visible lines.  

Images displaying all the above characteristics are presented and discussed.
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